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Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  We allow the world to lure our

attention with wealth and accolades.  Our pride and selfishness convince us that we

are self(sufficient and masters of our own destinies.  Our sin and hard(heartedness

separate us from you and from our brothers and sisters.  Our narrow(mindedness

and short(sightedness limit our perspective of ministry and distort our view of the

abundant and joyful life you have promised.

Remind us, O God, that our trust is in you, our treasure and our inheritance. 

Teach us to surrender to you as our wisdom and the true word that dwells within

us.  Help us to open ourselves to you, our redeemer and the Lord of our hearts. 

Reveal yourself to us, God who is our light and vision for this day and for all our

tomorrows. Based on the text of Be Thou My Vision, tr. Mary E. Byrne

JOHN 12:34(50JOHN 12:34(50JOHN 12:34(50JOHN 12:34(50

The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains

for ever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son

of Man?”  Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while

you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the

darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe

in the light, so that you may become children of light.”

]

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. Although he had

performed so many signs in their presence, they did not believe in him. This was to

fulfill the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah:

“Lord, who has believed our message,

   and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”

And so they could not believe, because Isaiah also said, 



“He has blinded their eyes

   and hardened their heart,

so that they might not look with their eyes,

   and understand with their heart and turn<

   and I would heal them.”

Isaiah said this because he saw his glory and spoke about him. Nevertheless many,

even of the authorities, believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they did not

confess it, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved

human glory more than the glory that comes from God. 

 Then Jesus cried aloud: “Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in him who

sent me. And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. I have come as light into the

world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in the darkness. I do

not judge anyone who hears my words and does not keep them, for I came not to

judge the world, but to save the world. The one who rejects me and does not receive

my word has a judge; on the last day the word that I have spoken will serve as judge,

for I have not spoken on my own, but the Father who sent me has himself given me

a commandment about what to say and what to speak. And I know that his

commandment is eternal life. What I speak, therefore, I speak just as the Father has

told me.”


